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Glossary of source protection terms

Note: the abridged definitions in this glossary have been prepared to assist readers. For additional
definitions, please refer to provincial legislation, regulations, and technical standards].

Assessment report means a technical document that is prepared by a source protection
committee under Section 15 of the Clean Water Act, 2006 (and a forthcoming regulation) to record
its knowledge of a source protection area, and to rank risks to drinking water within that area. Each
report is approved by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment.

Drinking water means (a) water intended for human consumption or (b) water that is required by
an Act, regulation, order, municipal by-law or other document issued under the authority of an Act,
(i) to be potable, or (ii) to meet or exceed the requirements of the prescribed drinking water quality
standards.

Drinking water system means a system of works, excluding plumbing, that is established for the
purpose of providing users of the system with drinking water and that includes, (a) any thing used
for the collection, production, treatment, storage, supply or distribution of water, (b) any thing
related to the management of residue from the treatment process or the management of the
discharge of a substance into the natural environment from the treatment system, and (c) a well or
intake that serves as the source or entry point of raw water supply for the system.

Drinking water threat means an activity or condition that adversely affects or has the potential to
adversely affect the quality or quantity of any water that is or may be used as a source of drinking
water.

Highly vulnerable aquifer means an area where (a) water is conveyed through the ground and
(b) pollutants on the surface could readily enter the groundwater and contaminate it.

Surface water intake protection zone means the area of land and water that contributes source
water to a drinking water system intake within a specified distance, period of flow time (for
example, two hours), and/or watershed area.

Risk means the likelihood of a drinking water threat (a) rendering a drinking water source
impaired, unusable or unsustainable, or (b) compromising the effectiveness of a drinking water
treatment process, resulting in the potential for adverse human health effects.

Significant groundwater recharge area means an area in which (a) there is a high volume of
water moving from the surface into the ground and (b) groundwater serves either as source water
or the water that supplies a coldwater ecosystem such as a brook trout stream.

Source protection means a program of education, stewardship, planning, infrastructure, and
regulation activities that together serve to help prevent the contamination or overuse of source
water.

Source protection area means those lands and waters that have been defined under Ontario
Regulation 284/07 as the “study area” for an assessment report and a source protection plan
under the Clean Water Act, 2006.

Source protection authority means a conservation authority or other person or body that is
required to exercise powers and duties under the Clean Water Act, 2006. The North Bay –
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Mattawa Source Protection Authority is composed of the 12 members of the North Bay – Mattawa
Conservation Authority plus four additional members from the expanded area (Nipissing, Strong,
Joly, South River and Machar).

Source protection committee means a group of individuals who have been appointed under the
Clean Water Act, 2006 by a source protection authority to coordinate source protection activities
for a source protection area. The North Bay – Mattawa Source Protection Committee is composed
of a provincially appointed Chair (Barbara Groves of Chisholm), plus 9 other members who were
appointed by the North Bay – Mattawa Source Protection Authority from the community. There are
three members who represent municipalities, three who represent economic sectors such as
agriculture, commercial/industrial, and transportation, and three who represent other interests such
as environmental organizations and the general public. The Source Protection Committee also
includes two non-voting representatives from the North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit and
the Ontario Ministry of the Environment. A seat has also been reserved for a representative of
Nipissing First Nation.

Source protection plan means a document that is prepared by a source protection committee
under Section 22 of the Clean Water Act, 2006 (and a forthcoming regulation) to direct source
protection activities in a source protection area. Each plan is approved by the Ontario Ministry of
the Environment.

Source water means untreated water that is found in groundwater aquifers and surface water
lakes and rivers that is used to supply a drinking water system.

Surface water intake protection zone means the area of land and water that contributes source
water to a drinking water system intake within a specified period of time (for example, two hours)
and that is a priority for protection from contamination.

Vulnerable area means (a) a significant groundwater recharge area, (b) a highly vulnerable
aquifer, (c) a surface water intake protection zone, or (d) a wellhead protection area.

Water budget means a description and analysis of the overall movement of water within each
watershed in the source protection area taking into consideration surface water and groundwater
features, land cover (e.g. proportion of urban versus rural uses), human-made structures (e.g.
dams, channel diversions, water crossings), and water takings.

Watershed means the area of land that contributes water to one lake, river, or stream.

Watershed characterization means a general description of the watersheds, communities,
source water, drinking water systems, patterns of water use, and drinking water problems within a
given source protection area.

Wellhead protection area means the surface and subsurface area surrounding a well that
supplies a drinking water system, through which contaminants are reasonably likely to move so as
to eventually reach the well.
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Map 1 North Bay - Mattawa Source Protection Area








